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strength of two persons could scarcely hold him down.— B. df F, Med . Be r. from 
Bulletin Gincrale de Thirapeutique. Feb. 1838. 


SPECIAL PATHOLOGY AND SPECIAL THERAPEUTICS. 

25. Periodical Uterine Dropsy.— A remarkable case of this affection, of which 
but very few are on record, occurred in the practice of Dr. Dubkdat fils, of Boug- 
lon, (Lot-et-Garonne.) The subject of it was a woman 32 years of age, of 
lymphatic temperament, of a constitution weakened by hard work, bad food, and 
an unhealthy residence, and twelve years a wife. 

Every month this woman passed per vaginam from twenty-five to thirty pints 
of clear, limpid water, of a slightly yellowish tinge, and afterwards discharged, 
during two days, a few drops of blood, deficient in colouring matter. After this 
evacuation, she was perfectly well; but another collection of water soon formed, 
of which she was sure to be relieved the following month. This condition had 
■continued eight months before Dr. Dubedat saw the patient. She could assign 
no -cause for the disease. It had come on without injury or sensible lesion of 
any land, or alteration of the functions; the only change in her health was 
•emaciation and general debility, which daily increased. 

The abdomen was of extraordinary size, and there was considerable dyspnoea; 
the pulsations of the heart regular; digestion difficult; great constipation; 
•urine scanty but passed frequently, and without pain; no visceral engorgement; 
pulse feeble, slow,contracted; face pale,as also the tongue and gums; blueness 
around the eyes. . . 

The neck of the uterus was shortened and infiltrated; its body was also infil¬ 
trated, large, and light compared to its size. The principal source of complaint 
being the constipation, two ounces of castor oil, barley water with nitre, and 
emollient enemata were ordered. 

The oil operated, and the day afterwards (May 28) pains in the loins came on 
announcing that an evacuation of water was about to take place. In fact, during 
the night of the 29-30 May, the discharge occurred, and the bed was entirely 
inundated with it. 

On the 2d of June the doctor found his patient quite well; her abdomen was 
flat; her digestion was free; her appetite had returned; her pulse was better; 
and her menses had ceased. 

Diuretics were ordered, and, for diet, milk morning and evening, and roast 
meat and meat soup for dinner. 

June 10.—Urine increased in quantity. 

June 15.—The abdomen had enlarged, continued to increase, and, at the usual 
period, the water was discharged, but only half the ordinary quantity. The 
menses recurred as usual. . 

During July the diuretics were continued in increased doses; the flow of urine 
became more abundant; the abdomen did not sensibly enlarge; but on the Gth 
of August there was a slight discharge of water. The menses appeared imme¬ 
diately after, and were more abundant than usual. After this the discharge of 
water did not recur; the menses became more abundant and continued longer, 
and, under the use of tonics, the patient’s health was restored.— Bulletin General 
de Thirapeutique , May, 1838. 

26. On the employment of Tents in the treatment of Constipation. —The Archives 
Generates for May last contains some observations, by M. Fleury, on the treat¬ 
ment of idiopathic constipation, or that form of the disease which is unconnected 
with any organic disease, but which seems to arise solely from atony of the 
rectum. M. Fleury says he has successfully treated some cases of this form ot 
the complaint, which had resisted every other means of treatment, pointed on 
by authors, by tents smeared with belladonna cerate, and introduced into the 
rectum at bed time, and kept inall night; the size of these tents being pro¬ 
gressively increased. By this means he asserts that he has always succeeded in 
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curing: the most obstinate cases of constipation, and in rc-establishine the funr 
nojjs of the intestine. In no case were more than fifteen or ^ tente r^ 

“•’ c ° f ‘f d A \ lra “ °f *Sw in Gonorrhaal and other DM,area in 
Fcmata.-ll appears from tl.e statements of M. Ratier, in a late number o^ the 
ionfW/e Prcnaus, that M. Ricord, tho eminent surgeon of the Hupital des 
Unenens at Pans, was the first who employed the nitrate of silver, in the solid 
state, as an application in these diseases. “ 

lJw!-" C l t ™“ n0U ?- Cement 0f t!lis P racticc some y ears ago. in the pages of the 
fo Vrlt {'^ ra P euh 1 uc ' numerous medical men in other countries as well as 
“ Fl ? n , c , e ’ h ?ve confirmed the results of M. Ricord’s experience In 
Drs. Ualbirnie and Hannay have published memoirs on the subject, and recom 
mended the practice in very high terms. The statements of the latter nerX- 
man however seem to us to be too indiscriminate and unguarded: for although 

reXwinXlX X °r IC j d,schar ges f rom the vagina in the female have befn 
very remarkably benefitted in our cxpencncc by tbe treatment alluded to it i= 
be remembered that M. Ricord does not recommend its adoption, or at least does 
not promise much benefit from it, in all cases without exception. The differences 
in tho character and severity of the complaint, in its duration, and in tbe idio 

:x,r; a l, co r ,umon of p a,iems > ^ th ° ma n &”m £» 

and too confident expectations in tlie cure of any disease general 

“ VVe have another fault to object to Dr. Hannay; and this is that he has not 
™d P tnlLX M SC °f the ' l “P r ° ved portccaustiquc , recommended by M. Ricord 
a quin. >e rud ° and C U “ 18y CX P edient of a P iece of the caustfc inserted in 

“He indeed tells us that even if the caustic should slip out and remain in the 

rjnreVn°t n |a d | haV0 no . apprehension °f any inconvenience; but such an assu¬ 
rance is not likely to satisfy any cautions surgeon. The use of the svcculnm rn 

fhe”^s IS a n d Ce9Sary *? P 0rm ; t th , c cau8tic bein g safely and effectually conveyed to 
° d cemx uton - As tlu ' seat of the discharge may be cither the neck of 
.he e e’ 0r -,V"' rey the mucous membrane of the vagiuaf the mode of applying 

be**freely rabb^'wX it.’ am ' “' e mDer ^ ° f “ ,e ncck of the ^ should 

whoIe extcnt of ,he ■“- 

nf'llu' b !i!,i llle U X“ e oridce ,if narrow and confined to allow the introduction 
the solid caustic, wo should then use injections of the nitrate, 
in such cases, where the morbid discharge proceeds from the mrri i 
“ “ “ssioy to apply the caustic to the Tor^of the u^^ ° nly ’ 
of XlT . trca, ” ent . b y tha application of the solid nitrate of silver has been found 
great benefit not only in old gonorrhceal and leucorrhmal discharne« hut tU 

^e t nTt^ te .^. n H rrhCEa ? #° re ‘ he 

have wftniS’ 1 1 y a PP lled ’ 1? a most potent antiphlogistic remedy. We 

Mhree a n , liul?X er f U ^ ? CHte S°«°"h<ea in the ftmale cured by two 

r tnree applications of the solid nitrate to the mucous surface nf the y • 

When'thlF “ nc “ lnes9 | and pain induced usually cease after the first application! 

ofdrv charniXXu 1 laS y j CeaS | ed ’ Hicord recommends that a pluir 
thit?h», should be introduced and retained in the vagina; as he is of opinion 

oDbostTT 3 mem ,rane rec ° V c Cre its healtl, y condition more quickly when i™ 
discharX Zf? a r ^ a P a * f ? m . each other; just in the same miner as the 
the ilans penis!™ 13 S ° mucl ' dlmlmsi hed b J putting a strip of dry lint around 

**- by the -PPHcation of the 
the exclusion of other meth«l‘« Rl t!? ^ r°™ reaom mending its adoption, to 
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recent; and the more chronic forms are often very effectually relieved by as¬ 
tringent washes, and by the exhibition of steel and other tonics internally. Per¬ 
haps, no medicine is, on the whole, more efficacious in improving the general 
health and in thus correcting the local disease in old leucorrhreal discharges than 
steel, in some form or another. Warm clothing too will often contribute to re¬ 
move this troublesome class of complaints. 

“In reference to this point, M. Rtcord says: ‘how often have we seen most 
obstinate vaginal discharges quickly disappear, as soon as the use of warm 
stockings and flannel drawers had protected the feet and limbs from cold and 
moisture.’ 

“ In conclusion, we are informed that M. Ricord gives a decided preference 
to the application of the solid nitrate of silver to the mucous surface of the va¬ 
gina (and also of the os tineas in old obstinate cases) over the use of injections 
of this metallic salt- All that is necessary in most cases is simply to pass the 
caustic rapidly along the surface. 

“ It has been observed that the slight irritation, thus induced, very often causes 
a premature coming on of the catamenia.”— Medico-ChirurgicalRev., July, 1838, 
and Gazette des Hupitaux. 

28. On the use of Jlrsenie in some Disorders of the Uterus. — Henry Hunt, Esq., 
of Dartmouth, has communicated to the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society 
a paper on this subject. Mr. Hunt was first led to observe the effects of arsenic 
on the uterus in a case of carcinoma of that organ, in which it relieved the suf¬ 
fering of the patient in a remarkable degree, and in exact proportion to the in¬ 
crease of its poisonous effects upon the system. This fact, added to the cir¬ 
cumstance of the genitals being occasionally observed to be inflamed where 
arsenic has been taken as a poison, induced the author to hope that it might be 
found to be serviceable in some disorders of those parts, an opinion in which he 
was encouraged by the experience of Dr. Locock, in a case in which that mineral 
had been administered by him for a cure of the disorder of the nose, he not being 
aware at the time that the patient was also affected with menorrhagia. The 
author relates six cases of menorrhagia, in which the patients had taken arsenic 
with very marked benefit. In these instances there was no organic disease of the 
uterus; but the excessive flow of the menses appeared to be the consequence of 
exhaustion, originating however, in the several individuals from different causes. 
The success attending the use of this medicine in menorrhagia induced the 
author to employ it in some other disorders of the uterus; and some favorable 
cases of its agency are annexed. Some of the most favorable of these are a 
case of irritable uterus, and one of neuralgia, occurring regularly about the 
menstrual period, both of which were entirely relieved. The paper concludes 
with some observations on the effects of arsenic on the genital organs, when 
given in poisonous doses, from which the author infers that its agency depends 
on its action on the mucous membrane as a stimulant.— London Medical Gazette. 
April, 1838. 

29. Compression of the Head in Chronic Hydrocephalus. —Induced by the belief 
that chronic hydrocephalus might sometimes result from the want of due resist¬ 
ance in the bony panetes of the head, 6ome physicians have resorted to compres¬ 
sion as a means of cure; and three cases have been recorded, one by Sir Gilbert 
Blane, (Med. and Phys. J.,) and two by Sir. Barnard. (Med. Repos.,) in which this 
measure seemed beneficial. The former employed a roller, and the latter straps 
of adhesive plaster, to effect the compression. As other means were, however, 
resorted to in these cases, it is difficult to determine what share the compression 
had in the amendment which took place; and as this last measure is said to have 
since failed entirely in other hands, it seems upon this result to have been aban¬ 
doned by most practitioners. 

Dr. Englemann, a German physician, having been constantly unsuccessful in 
his treatment of chronic hydrocephalus by the usual means, resolved to give a 
trial to compression, and the result he states to have been most encouraging. He 
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has tried it in ten cases since 1834, and has obtained a complete cure in all and 
m no one case has tt been necessary to continue the compf^sLn longer than a 

Enl^^vllnTe^r 0 "" 1 ° f ‘ h * e ° f th ° CaSCS rcIated by Dr ‘ 

“Case I—Jan. 1834. A male child, six months of age; two brothers alreadv 
cu off by hydrocephalus. The circumference of the skull is seventSn and a 
wsenamted r"“ ant< ' r “ >r fo P ,anclle 18 more than an inch across; all the sutuls 

TffSSS r ld “k b !’" e3 the skul1 are ,hin - The head 

01 ine iniant vacillates and inclines backwards; it is unable to sustain it- th* 
face is pale; the pupils dilated. On the 10th of January the head was shaved 
and moderately compressed with strips of adhesive plaster, which did not pro 
m™»te n fh a E P *!f nt unea8,ne8s or accident. No effect followed during the* first 
mor, film 'tiwlfnr £3° rca ( PP lled in February; the head now becatmfgradually 

A t ™; u, T= h I aCC m0rc ,mrM ' lbe **“P m °rc tranquil 
J„ ® ,nI ddle of April the bandages were again readjusted, and an important 

Case II. May, 183a. Child one year old; same symptoms as in the former 



ytasixs ! 3 sslfz stjxz&z isa 

Tcident InThe month of n DTCCt T " eck: ,be teeth werc cut " Uhout a »y 
“? month of December the cure was completed. 3 

f„m,er 111 -—January, '835. Child nine monthsof age; same symptoms as in 

circumibrence ofTe en | t V .° m ,“ ln S? P!‘P ils 'sensible; great listlessness and apathy; 

agf- ■p ”" 8 - -K SSSA 

™ f V"'J»°o, at which lallor period the child was 

Amt. h = V "c f ^’ 1 \lb Ca ? ,U ° d ?, Ur .° r being in any respect disagreeable: R 01. 
allow tlie mixture* to pn^ 1 °n tbc wax ln lhe oil "i a moderate heat, and 
cbloruret 5SS? finely *“ * marb ' e Pl0t °- 

8 teSr tjl f mjWuiiCe i" S “ 11 is t0 bedivided intoten 
to ted-over rte Iff , a f ° r ?? many fnct,on8 'to be made at night, on goinw 
wristrand anktf„n. Part %K Ma " y pCrS ° ns arc eurpd b >’ «ctioL witlfit te 
orofeinnamon.-^"^^ fSS^S^, Ts 38 ^° U ° fbergam0t 

31 Incontinence of Urine .—In a former No. of this Journal fAumist lsor, n 

St™ n r 0 c f d ui: zn obta , ined b f y Dr - 

been e u IlZb, C ' u vomica - D r. Cherchiaue has 

ScienZd! nl/Zl h f ] ' It , a PP cars ’ " lth this remedy. In the BuHetino della 
Th « B°togna he records two cases cured by it. 

irst case w as that of a girl of 19 years of age, who from her infancy had 
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passed her urine involuntarily every night in her sleep. Dr. C. prescribed the 
following: li. cxtr. nux vomic gr. viii. Oxid. ferri nig. Syr. Acetos. q. s. 
Fit pil. No. xxiv. Three to be taken daily. In eight days the cure was 
complete. 

The second case was that of a young woman whose urine flowed involuntarily 
day and night after her first delivery. Dr. C. having been satisfied, by examina¬ 
tion, that theTe was no fistula, but inferring therefrom that the incontinence 
resulted from weakness in the neck of the bladder, in consequence of contusion 
by the head of the child in its passage; he gave the extract of nux vomica, as 
in the preceding case, and in 15 days the patient was cured.—Gar. Med. dc 
Paris, 14th April, 1838. 

32. Gangrenous Stomatitis.— M. Baudelocque, of the Childrens’ Hospital, 
Paris, is said to be very successful in his treatment of gangrenous stomatitis 
(gangrxnopsis). His treatment consists principally in the cauterization of the 
gangrenous spots with hydrochloric acid, and afterwards covering them with 
powdered chloride of lime; and the use of tonics, generally the syrup of cinchona 
given per anum. Journ. dc Med. et dc Chimic Prat. Jan. 1837: 

33. On Incontinence of Urine _ Thomas Whatlev, Esq., has communicated to 

the London Medical Gazette (July, 1838) some interesting observations on 
incontinence of urine. 

He very justly observes this affection may arise from two very distinct causes. 
“ It may have its origin from some affection of the inferior spinal nerves dis¬ 
tributed to the neck of this organ, and thus causing, as we may say, primary or 
idiopathic paralysis; or from a chronic change going on in the mucous lining, 
prompting the frequent evacuation of its contents, and gradually overcoming 
and destroying the resistance of the sphincter muscular fibres. Many other 
causes may also act sympathetically in producing symptoms of this kind. 
Calculus in the pelvis of the kidney or bladder, ascarides in the rectum, or an 
altered state of the urinary secretion, may be enumerated as those most com¬ 
monly brought into play. No class of diseases needs more minute investigation 
to form a judgment upon the parts primarily affected, than those to which the 
urinary organs are subject. In men we sometimes meet with the prostatic por¬ 
tion of the urethra unnaturally irritable; and upon the change of position, or 
slight exertion, the fibres of the neck of the bladder relax, and about a tea¬ 
spoonful of urine escapes unrestrained. This does not arise from any undue 
fulness or distension of the organ, but solely depends upon the cause I have 
above mentioned; by the uneasiness it occasions momentarily relaxing the 
sphincter, and allowing a small portion of water to dribble away, without any 
effort or aiding of the will. We may in general relieve this uncomfortable 
state by the occasional and gentle introduction of an elastic bougie, bathing the 
perineum with warm water, or the hip-bath; and, if necessary, by the applica¬ 
tion of a few leeches. Medicine internally administered is but of little avail, 
but if any is advised, possibly the best that can be given will be the soda, with 
small doses of opium, at the same time keeping the bowels sufficiently soluble 
by mild aperients. 

In those instances where irritability, or chronic inflammation of the mucous 
membrane, seems to be the primary cause in producing the symptoms of disease, 
I could recommend the balsam of copaiba, in very small and unstimulating 
doses, in combination with opium, and, at times also, with the infusion of the 
uva ursi, as the means most efficient in leading to beneficial results. Large and 
free doses of the balsam are but badly borne, and instead of relieving greatly 
increase the complaint. Eight, ten, or fifteen drops, is as much as should usually 
be given. The liquor potass® may sometimes be added to the above, or the 
patient directed to drink freely of lime-water, cither alone, or when the stomach 
will bear it, with a little milk. If the nights are much disturbed, and the system 
suffers for want of rest, and there is much uneasiness about the lumbar regions, 
a pill composed of equal proportions of the extract of conium, and Dover’s pow- 
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terially assist our Sher Sns of^ure ^'nm’loi'n^ 1a *i bedtime > will ma¬ 
te rubbed every night *1^0™^^ a > a ° 

with an ointment composed of the unc/ hvdr^fn* !? a ** ’ u hat 13 stl11 better > 

attention should be paid to the state Jf'ihlt i j cam P hor - The strictest 
ally administered, carefully avoiding [hose of ,' !"" “ a P erient occasion- 

coats of the bladder are in a hcalthv smte'a m ST" 1 and where the 

ment must be adopted. Ulistcrinoshould l.eha stlmulaUn S mode of treat- 
more than once if necessary. The Tinm Vvtt^ r ^ ourse and repeated 

small doses, from its possessing 1 „ JLk CL - /“*’ or 1116 P owde ‘ of the fly, in 
is a valuable medicine in this affection"md?f itfeif °T th ® - neck of this or ?a n , 
combined with the muriated tincture of when BJ ven alone, may he 

pubic regions, may also be spo^X th old “itXHL T” '°™' h M»- “ d 
rubbed dry, either with a coarse towel or u T I ev , ery morn “ff* and 

resist this mode of treatment nossihlv thn ^ fles M ,rua * 1 * In those cases which 
have no experience be of ser vice; but I 

attention of others. Opium in botlf of y poI " t ** °1? 38 wel1 wort hy the 
the first mentioned itsmodus ooerand ff Va -7 et,es ! 3 . of fwential service: in 
last- possibly it may act by subduing some rlm'7 ? xplal . ned ’ hut not so in the 
which the local disease derives its origin T^e fe^of ^ “ ft® S} ' stem > from 
some remote constitutional origin is tof strong to be denied. 6256 havbg 

powers of nitrme^of^lver in^inflrmm^tf^rof’tr 1 * 7 "^"”— The “‘‘Phlogistic 
becoming daily better appreciated. Its sanative^Ufl 100118 me,nbranes ' se ems to 
mations of the conjunctiva has been Inn,? I™, . ,n f fluen * 8 ®ver certa >n inflam- 
lormerly noticed that it had been used with ilvonm^ . 0 P hthaln ?°!ogi8ts, and we 
of the stomach, (No. for May 1837 n on.-, m gastralgia, and scirrhus 
(August, 1838, p. 488.) y ’ ’ P ' 225 ’> a,ld 3180 >“ vesical cattarrh. 

ulceration "“thTileum" which coMtitate'the mrat 070 ° f ,he . “flammation and 
fever. When diarrhtea is the ptS* con3ta P‘. lesions in typhoid 

enema, in the dose of from two to eioht SI* he administers the nitrate in 
ailed water; and when * dissolved m six ounces of dis- 

"> Pills in the dose of a fourth tohMfa^?^ d »TT he ,^ lvcs *‘ b J ‘he mouth 
final mucous membrane appeara Sfoffiie combat W , h °‘ e 
mimstration .—Journ des jp^rf. May®?^! ^ ° m ° deS ° f ad ' 

singe. The following j s t] le formula her f boo P ln g- co "gh, in its second 

Subcarb. gr. xxv; Saih^bqskpulv No ^“oneTT^ R ' Ferri 
three hours. This dosp i«* inr.m-,L i j- iNo, , x * une to be given every 

a grain for every year of the patient’s age* Dr %^ ^ °* * *1? patient ’ 
^^t^ a ^ r ^ b ^ ta ° n ® rb,n 'vhich n graSi!iny t d 1 i l sapp^rs'^ e ^ 2y * Se "^ e ^ aer ™ abSs< ™ly* a 

carbonate he recommends the stomach m h^Z-iTi" 16 "™^ w . ith the sub - 
Gen. de Thcrapcut. March, 1838? b PUed b y “ emetic.—iMfetfi, 



